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Vietnam: Energy efficiency standards for
new buildings have been signed into law

New standards can curb soaring demand for electricity in a highly cost-
effective way

Vietnam’s Ministry of Construction has approved the final version of a set of
mandatory energy efficiency standards for new buildings. The new standards
can significantly reduce Vietnam’s demand for electricity in the years to
come. This is important, because demand is set to triple in the decade from
2010 to 2020. Not only will this require new and expensive generation and
distribution capacity and cause a huge increase in CO2-emissions from new,
coal-fired plants. There is also a non- negligible risk that capacity cannot
keep up with the increase in demand. This would cause costly and disruptive
black-outs.

Therefore, measures which can curb the dramatic increase in electricity
demand are highly appropriate. The new efficiency standards are Vietnam’s
most important step in that direction. The new standards will make
Vietnamese buildings no less practical or pleasant to use – quite the contrary
– but they will significantly reduce the need for electricity and new
generation capacity. And they will do so at a much lower cost than it would
take to build the same capacity.

The LCTU has supported the Vietnamese Ministry of Construction in the
process of defining the new standards – and we will now support the
implementation process quite extensively. Danish support will include
training and training materials for practitioners (architects, engineers and
construction companies) as well as design advice for a number of
demonstration buildings.
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The Danish Energy Agency is responsible for tasks linked to energy
production, supply and consumption, as well as Danish efforts to reduce
carbon emissions. The Agency is also responsible for supporting the
economical optimisation of utilities that in addition to energy includes water,
waste and telecommunication.

We are also responsible for user conditions, supply obligation and
telecommunication statistics, as well as water supply and waste
management.

The Danish Energy Agency was established in 1976, and is an agency under
the Ministry of Climate, Energy and Utilities.
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